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Casting call: Actors can get discovered

By Charles L.P. Fairweather
ME. TIMES HEWS SERICE

Forgei the cold calls. Den't bother
desaming of being discovered at the local
coffee-shop counter, Starving artists can
aow be discoversd even while they sleep,
as long as they have left their best wark
somewhere on the World Wide Web,

The mediom throush which compa-
nies are trying to sell all manner of prod-
uets is also a medium that entertainment-
industry’ professionals are using to sell
themselves,

“Exposure is evervthing,” said WMark
Baker, who along with his iwin brother,
Mathew, founded and runs a Web site
called World wide Stars. Their site, start-
ed as a free resource about 18 months ago,
now charpges esach performer $99 for a
vear of time online.

“I wanted to have a grace period where
people could pel on and have nothing to
lose,” Baker said of the first six months
he offered free. The site now boasts 230
members: two comunercials have been

for a part. Apents get the specifications,
go through their Files and prab photos and
resumes of the clisnts they think meet the
requirements. Then the casting agent has
to sift throush a pile of material and et
the agents know which actors they want
to awdition.

But now, as Andrew ‘ufr’iﬂisims, Vvipe
prasident for creative advertising @t 20¢h
Century Fox puls it, producers can iurn
to their computers instead of lssuing
mass casting calls, “Tnstead of going
through the normal channels, casting
calls with hundreds of applicants, thew
can just sit dewn al a computer, click,
click and they are done,” Williams said.

“Asg these sites bocome Ffilled with
actors and aciresses, they will besome
accepted,” he added. While no one is yot
doing lunch on the Web, “When people
realize that they can get quality people
for their films, the induslry will come
around.”

Graham Elwood has his resume posted

on the Web

cast exclusively from the site, LI
World Wide Stars accepls only F
union-affiliated performers whao -
already have agents, but plans to Kbk
add a section for unrepresented f
taleni. That could prove to be a
real asset to aspiring  stars §o8
trapped by the entertainment {7

industry’s own Catch-22 — vyou ESEEEIE

can'l get & job untbil you join 8 B
union but you can’t join the union
until vou've had a union job.

Through this new medinm, anybody's
face and resume can be posted for indus-
try professionals to sec.

There are many variations of this
setup on the Web, with prices and content
that vary greatly.

Some sites, like Internet Stage and
Screen  Resources and Centerstapeds
Buzz post job listings,; offer reviews of cur-
rent stage and screen shows and all man-
ner of pre- and post-production personnet
and services, and even maintain online
chat rooms.

One site in partiewlar, Screen Test

Cyberlife
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] Online, wanted to do even more.
| Jeff Liacas, with the help of Charles
Wiylte-Stilh at Prinles Elecironic
o Desipn, tried o bring the whole
audition to your moniior,

The service, which had about
gl 200 performers' material online,
4 nMered the abilily o search Tora
performer with specifie charae.
teristics, The script for searching
ihe product would allosw vou Lo
lock, for example, for & 14-vour-old gid
with red hair and gresn eves whose skills
inelude jugeling and pole vaulting, And if
wou found her, you could download and
view her one-minuae performance. )

The hitch, accoerding fo Lucas, was
“¥We were two years ahead of the game.™
Unfertunately, even with today's stream-
ing of images and sounds, a technology
that was unavailable in Qolober 1995, the
video material cannot be delivercd with
the speed and resclution necessary for
professional use.

Currently, casting agents send ouf a
call for whatever tvpe of actor they need
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with World Wide Stars and was
one of 15 men ealled to audition
for a national car manufacturer’s
comnmercial, AN the actors who
anditioned were culled from the
Weab sitc. While Elwood did nol
get the part, he 3aid the site was
“an excellenl ool

“With this, they can narrow the
Meld just by sitting al a comput-
£r.” he added.
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