Wounld-be
stars look for
work on line

ty Bruce Haring
Hia TODAY

Aciress Veramica Farber si-
wWays wantad tn sec her name
in fighss, And she's using ths
alow of the compuler serean in
achiieve her drea.

Farber is one of 4 growing
number of hopefuls using the
fniernet §o gel Lheir faces in
front of talent buyers. By [ah-
ing advantapge ol the Met's
unigue rexch, they hope o
gliminate the tedious and ex-
pensive routine of moiling pho-
tos and résumes Lo taleol
agents, who then forward the
pictares [0 casting dirsclors
and preducers for TV, dlmo, ad-
verlising and stagzs,

Furber, of Long lsland, MY,
has laken a dedt-yoursell an-
proach Wit her nwn Web page
(hibp: ) fwww dfarher.com)
veronleal. But many new oy-
hirspdce casting apencies are
alsu using the Mei, and aler
COMPANIES are adsmuling o
creale privale  compulerized
syslerns a2 a way (o expedite
Lhe dizeovery of alent.

5o far, all Farber's sile hoas
wiclded |s sgveral regislration
soliciladons from cyherspace
talenl agencies, Bul poltng ier
réswmsd and picturs on Ameri-
oa Online led (0 work o zn ex-
tra in e filn Cne Fine Doy
with George Cloonsy and Mi-
challe Ploifer,

Farber's resulis may Lypily
prospects on e Met judging
frome Bellow actors, “'Nooone
1eled e they really had work
hecause af the Weh,” sh

Thers are pilfalls to =zeki
[ame and forene on line, The
Sereen Acters Gulld (SAGH i
manitoring the growth in on-
line casting and uraes potecdal
CUSUHMETS to do Cheir hoies
worl, spokeswomean Kalhering
Maore =ays. “Our  priccipat
concern is that the performer
i not exploired, A oL of {ese
servlees) are charging moaey,
zod we're geting lellers and
cull: [rom memhers saying,
paid Tor three of rthese ol
nnthisg happened,””

Menre sy SAG nas specii-
ealle srulossed only the Mon-
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Mzking the pitch: Stave Brauner of e Necgling Siar G
wbkizh worka with 25 casling dreciers and 2

Weramca's Anting Wl Tage

Getting expoaurs: Aciress Vercalca Farber kaeps headshols an
har Wab 2z bul admits she hasn't goien much work hat way.

Traditionai Casting Project:
Artizs Online, o databaze of
minority and disabled per-
formere and other profession
als. Bul other services have
rontacied SAG and are aomsid-
ered legilimate, she adids,

One service 3AG has heard
from is World Wide Stars, a
new Plel-hased casting apgancy
(htips/ farww worldstars.com).
President Marlt Daker says it
s just Janded it Grst assige-
MEnt. an aulo corpmercial st
framt its pool of 250 aspirants.

World Wide Slars  makes
maney by charging acwors 388
a wear, “Castng dicectors gel

3004 picoerss o dey, w0 QIBLE's
na need [or them o pay,” Dok
ar sys. World Wide Stars gives
talest buyers o Erester range
of aclors than they might gel
[rom an ageat, Baler says, and
they're “hraken down simply
by age proun. They lag in and
up come the head shats"

Gt the Inlernet is ot the &n-
swer, says Sleve Braunsr, one

of the founders ol e privaie
Slar Coster Mevwork. “It's not

suficientdy sscurs, and prone
In puerformance breatdowns,”
he saye. “We find o privale nel-
wark built for the industny ob-
wizlens fOSe iS5URE."

aster Melwork says the private casting serice,
% agencies, iz more rafiable thar fnteenat-bagerd servicos.

The svstem, one of sgveral
networks competing for Holly-
wnnd's arenlinm, iS5 being 1es-
ed. Brouner hopes Lo 20 an ling
by rmonths end. To date, 25
casting iirectors and A5 agen-
ciesars working wilh Slar Cast-
o, wWhich hopes w1 evertually
charge foF il5 services.

His gonl; to win Lthe race io
wive Hollyrwood, "Virmally ev-
rryone in the busioess fesls
there @il be one {private nel-
wirk) 1o emerge wiclorlous”
Michael Hlrshenson, partigt in
The Casting Co, 2 tp Hally-
winitl agency, says he's eager
frr Hollywood to choose such o
gystem: It will enhasce the
cnmounication bhetween
agenls and costing directors. In
an indusley whers lime is rzon-
ay, it will save time.”

Mot everyone thinks poslng
piotures and réswnés is the so-
htion., Nancy Rainfovd, whoe
has cast Gims aod TV, savs il's
pasicr to pick wp what agenis
consider their hinle, The Acad-
ey Players Directors, which
Tists oost of the asbent in Hollv-
wrend, including supersiars.

“The perception is lhat on-
line anters are 2l lesy experk
encer,” she says. “Mos:casling
people sely on who Thoywe
zeen in the past and whise
waork they're familiar wilh.”



